
Cantamus at Alderminster 

The Halford “Spring Fling”! 
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(We love to include your seasonal or topical photographs in this newsletter; please send them to 
Stephen.scott6@btinternet.com) 



  

  
 

 
  

To advertise here contact: standeb@btinternet.com 



Halford News 
 
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome, through the letterbox at Mistletoe Cottage or by email to 
jmarthur53@gmail.com Deadline for July issue - 17th June. 
 

SAINT MARY'S CHURCH HALFORD 
The Spring Fling was held in the church on the 9th May. 
It was good to see so many people support the concert, 
which was enjoyed by everyone there. 
Many thanks to Roxie Rogers and all the musicians who 
performed. 
The church APCM was held on Sunday, 17th May. The 
following were elected to the PCC Roger Pringle, Stella 
Reed, Sue Arthur, Sheila Grabham and Zoe Scott. Mark 
Arthur was elected as the churchwarden. 
After nearly twenty years of faithful service to the 
church, Nicholas Gale stood down from the PCC as he 
and Dianne prepare to move to Shipston. We wish them 
well and thank them for all their work and support of the 
church over the years. 
Dates for your diary 
Jigsaw Club: Next meeting Wednesday, 24th June at 
2:30pm. Meet to puzzle, chat, enjoy refreshments and 
meet puzzling friends. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
At the last meeting on 6th May Nicholas Gale stepped 
down as Chairman - I am sure we are all grateful for his 
many years of service to the village. We send him and 
Dianne best wishes for their forthcoming move to 
Shipston. 
After a vote of councillors present, Graham Sara was 
elected as chairman. 
Key points from the meeting: 

 The 30mph sign on Fosse Way will be replaced 
by WCC  

 Severn Trent will be invited to a meeting to 
discuss on-going sewage issues  

 Thanks to our County and District Councillors 
for their support over the year 

 There is still a vacancy for a Parish Councillor- 
anyone interested can contact the Parish Clerk 
Karen Parnell at karenparnell@gmail.com  

Graham Sara 

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY 
The May draw took place prior to the village coffee 
morning on 20th May and the winners were:  

Rhian and Matt Sewell 
Neil and Katy Liddell 
Natalie Green 

Thanks to everyone who has supported the lottery this 
year - there are still a few numbers left if anyone else 
would like to join.  

Graham Sara 07970 010398 glsara@yahoo.com 
 

HALFORD VILLAGE HALL 
Monday 8th & 22nd June: Table Tennis at 7:30pm all 
welcome. Contact Gerald at geraldnewell@gmail.com 
to confirm dates and for more information on joining this 
Monday group. There’s always room for more! 
Tuesday 16th, 23rd & 30th June: Yoga at 7:30pm with 
Deborah - Please contact Deborah on 01789 740321 or 
at lazycatyoga@btinternet.com for information on 
dates etc. 
Thursday 4th June: Evening with Film - will show “H 
for Hawk”. After losing her beloved father, Helen finds 
herself saved by an unlikely friendship with a stubborn 
hawk named Mabel.  

 
Doors open 7pm for a 7:30pm start and a donation of 
£5 would be appreciated to cover costs.  
Wednesday 17th June: Coffee Morning 10:30am to 
12pm all welcome.  
Dates for your diary 
Thursday 2nd July: Evening with Film – “Mother’s 
Pride” 

 
If you are interested in booking the Village Hall, all the 
hiring information including costs can be found on 
www.halfordvillage.uk/village-hall. For booking 
enquiries, please contact Muriel Parr on 01789 740857 
or murielparr@gmail.com 



GARY COOPER. 
The funeral of Gary Cooper was held at the Oakley 
Wood Crematorium on Friday 24th April, with the 
reception being held here, at the Halford Bridge Inn. 
Gary was a long-standing and very popular member of 
our community before he, and his partner Sue, moved 
away to Bidford in April last year to be near her family. 
We all know the tragic events that followed: Sue was 
taken ill and passed away almost immediately after they 
had moved, leaving Gary alone and completely bereft. 
His many friends did all they could to help him through 
the grief, but his health deteriorated steadily throughout 
last year. 
Gary was active in so may areas: in the village he was 
a member of the Parish Council, and he and Sue were 
involved in the many activities that went on in and 
around the church and village hall; they were also 
heavily involved in quizzes, organising the popular pub 
quiz in aid of Help For heroes, and also the annual 
Village Quiz. With his cheeky grin, Gary always said his 
quizzes were easy – if you knew the answers - although 
in reality they were tough, but were also well organised 
and interesting. 
He had a varied life and was very proud of the time he 
spent in the Far East in the RAF, but his electronic work 
was secret, so he only ever hinted at what he did there. 

Of course, he later had his shop in Shipston and had 
another career as a DJ – he had a huge collection of 
records, which he very reluctantly parted with when they 
moved. He never stopped helping others – I found out 
only the other day that, 30 years ago, he would go into 
the various care homes in Stratford with his then wife to 
provide music and singing sessions. He was keen on 
golf, and on lawn bowls and even after he stopped 
playing, he ran the weekly bingo sessions in the bowls 
club at Bidford. Of course, he also provided the sound 
equipment for our own annual Feed the Rat 
celebrations. 
Gary was a keen member of Shipston Probus Club and 
was the Social Secretary there before becoming 
President in 2023. After he stopped being able to attend 
the meetings he was made an honorary member in 
recognition of his work for the club. 
Gary will be missed. He was a true friend in every 
sense, and was always ready to help anyone, even 
though he suffered from poor health later on. 
His wish was that donations should be made to the RAF 
Benevolent Fund, and this may be done through the 
undertakers, at www.rlockeandson.co.uk 

Andrew Johnson 
 

 

 

Jigsaw Club 
 
Congratulations to Sue 
for the first puzzle solved 
in the inaugural Jigsaw 
Club session  
… (it was harder than it 
looked!).  
 
Why not come along, 
take some time out with 
friends, have a cup of tea 
and a chat (while looking 
for the edges). 
 
 
 

Spring Fling 
Last month we had the “Spring Fling” concert in St 
Mary’s Church (organised by, and starring, Roxie 
Rogers). It was a wonderful evening of some of the most 
iconic popular songs from our younger days(!) – from 
Patsy Cline and Johnny Cash up to Darius Rucker. The 
songs were from a mixture of American and British 
artists (including The Rolling Stones, The Beatles, The 

Kinks and Petula Clark) and a variety of genres; from 
folk, to ballads, to good old rock and roll, toes were 
tapping throughout the church – and even “Ernie - The 
Fastest Milkman In The West” managed to get a 
showing (and everyone knew the words!). A special 
mention has to be made for the wonderful song “Coupe 
de Ville” written and performed by Roxie, it was comic, 
warm and entertaining. Thank you Paul, Sue, Nick and 
Howard. 

 
 
The money raised by the event is a valuable contribution 
to the upkeep and repair of the church.  
If you weren’t there you missed a treat! 
 
Thank you, Roxie! 

Stephen Scott
 
 

  



Alderminster News 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
 
A reminder that the Reverend Nicki Chatterton has 
announced her retirement. The last Sunday Service she 
will be involved with will be the joint Benefice Service at 
10.00am 28th June 2026 at Ettington.  
The full list of Services is printed separately in Village 
Voices.  Everyone is welcome to any of the Services in 
our beautiful iconic Village Church; coffee and biscuits 
are usually served afterwards, so why not come along?   
The Church and Churchyard in Alderminster are 
enjoyed by many in the village.  Although no mow May 
has become a popular idea today, the idea to leave the 
Churchyard uncut was the idea of a previous 
Alderminster Church Warden, David Jones, over 20 
years ago before many people were aware or 
understood such an idea.  So, every year the grass and 
wildflowers are left uncut until June, which allows 
reseeding and it is a great example of a natural garden 
and has even been featured on BBC Midlands Today.   
Churchyard tidy up: The aim is to cut the grass in June 
and then there will be the big tidy up of the grass 
cuttings which should be on Saturday 13th June 
beginning at 10.00am. There should be a sign 
confirming this outside the Church.  Everyone is 
welcome and refreshments will be provided.  Please just 
come along even if for only some of the time, every little 
helps.  For more information, please contact Jane Jones 
at jane_tithemeadow@btinternet.com  
Remember that the Churchyard and path are used by 
many villagers, but all this needs constant work to keep 
it safe and in good condition.  Please note that although 
the path down to and along the riverbank is now open, 
anyone who uses it does so at their own risk, especially 
when there has been bad weather or flooding.  
Foodbank: If you wish to donate items to the Shipston 
Foodbank, please bring them in a bag to the church 
porch between 10.30 and 11.30 every Saturday; 
hopefully Jane will be there to meet you, otherwise 
please leave any items in a carrier bag in the porch. 
Fundraising:  There are several events planned for 
2026 which we will update as the year progresses and 
give more details nearer each event.  These include: 
Church Teas – Between 2pm and 4pm on every 
Sunday in June there will be afternoon teas served in 
Alderminster Churchyard with tea, coffee and delicious 
cakes available. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who supported both the 
Cantamus Concert in the Church and the wine tasting 
in the village hall; a total of £648 was raised at the 
concert and £999 at the wine tasting. The success of 
both events was the result of a lot of hard work by a 
number of people, but special mentions to Carol 

Burdekin for organising the Cantamus concert and Zoe 
Scott for organising the wine tasting.  Both would agree 
that without a team of people behind them then neither 
event would have been quite so successful. 
If anyone has any ideas for raising money or of possible 
community events that could be put on in the Church, 
then please get in touch with Rebecca Lockwood at 
rebeccalockwood3@gmail.com 
Church Tower  
As previously mentioned, with help from The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, a total of nearly £164,000 has 
been raised which more than meets our funding target 
for the Tower Restoration Project. The raising of these 
funds has involved hard work and generosity from a 
number of people, this includes current members of the 
Church, former members of the Church and villagers 
who were just willing to offer time and money. So, the 
PCC want to offer many thanks to all who have donated 
so generously so far and expressed an interest in 
supporting this major project to maintain an iconic 
building at the heart of the village and a huge part of the 
community.  
As part of this ongoing process, there will be a talk by 
Ian Ward, the stonemason involved in the restoration 
work, which is planned for Saturday 18th July 2026 
starting at 2.30pm, followed by tea in the Church or 
Churchyard. Please come along if you can; it promises 
to be a fascinating insight into the world of a 
stonemason. It is hoped that this talk will be recorded in 
both audio and video and anyone who would like to help 
with that should get in touch with the PCC. More details 
will be given as soon as they are available. 
Church Clock:  A full overhaul of the clock is required 
which will be extremely costly and a number of ways to 
raise the funds to cover this are being considered.   
Bell Ringing 
Listen out for the bell ringers practicing, generally on a 
Thursday evening, but also before the 11.00am Service 
on the second Sunday of each month.  If you would like 
to learn, or would like more information, please contact 
Rebecca Lockwood (rebeccalockwood3@gmail.com). 

 
PARISH COUNCIL 

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council; if 
you think that it is something that you may be interested 
in please contact The Parish Clerk at 
alderminsterpc@gmail.com for more information. 
 

ALDERMINSTER VILLAGE HALL 
The Village needs the Village Hall but the Hall needs you and 

your support! 

The Village Hall and its facilities are available for hire at 
very reasonable rates. Jane Jones has all the 
information on 01789 450672. The Hall has day time 



space for classes; if you know of anyone who wants to 
run an exercise class or other activity please put them 
in touch with Jane. 
 
Breakfast:  will be served in the hall between 8.30 and 
10.00 am, on Saturday 6th June when food freshly 
cooked to order can be enjoyed in good company. 
Payment is by cash or card and proceeds go towards 
the upkeep of the hall; help with clearing away is always 
appreciated. The "50 Club "draw usually takes place 
during the morning but you have to be in it to win it! 
Alderminster Village Hall “50 Club”  The winners of 
the May 2026 Draw were 
1st  no. 58  Rona O’Connor  £20 
2nd  no. 22  Claire Jeavons   £10 
3rd no. 4  Pauline Stokes  £5 
Any queries or for purchase of numbers call Neville 
Palmer (01789  555930 or 078101 45420). 
 
Alderminster Cinema:  We have an Oscar winning film 
on Saturday 20th June, namely “Hamnet” (12A) a 
moving story of love and loss, tissues at the ready, 
starring Jessie Buckley and Paul Mescal.  Doors open 
7pm for refreshments, film starts at 7.30 and payment is 
by cash. You are welcome to bring your own drinks and 
snacks as we have a cafe style seating layout. 
 
Curling and Warm Space:  have now finished until 
September. 
 
Litter Pick:  Many thanks to those who turn up and help 
at the monthly Saturday morning village litter pick. There 
will be no litter pick in June.  The next litter pick will be 
on Saturday 11th July when we’ll meet at the Village 
Hall at 11am; all equipment is provided.  Why not come 
along and join in, everyone is welcome. 
 

MEGA 
Monday Evening Group Alderminster 

 

On Thursday June 25th we have a river trip on The 
Countess of Evesham including afternoon tea, which 
has already been booked. 
Looking further ahead, on Wednesday 15th July, 
MEGA will have a picnic on the Recreation Ground in 
Stratford, weather permitting and on Sunday 2nd 
August by kind invitation of Bill and Rita Meadows, 
there will be a barbecue at Whitegate, Halford. This 
year’s barbecue will be preceded by a musical 
presentation by the Harvesters of their Appalachian 
Music. Further details of the last two events will follow. 
For more information contact Pauline on 07810442651 
or Rita on 01789748084. 
 

ALDERMINSTER GARDENING CLUB 
Meetings in the Hall have now paused until September. 
In May a small group visited a lovely garden, namely 
Beechhurst in Southam, hopefully more will enjoy the 

June trip on Thursday 18th to 6 Canon Price Rd, 
Nursery Meadow, Barford CV35 8EQ, at 2.30 pm (cost 
£9.00), note this is a change from the normal meeting 
day, please check with Gill by 12th June if you want to 
come, Gill has a list of people who have signed up 
already and will e-mail a reminder w/c 8th June. This is 
a secret garden with shrubs and perennials which will 
be for sale (cash only). More information is available 
from Gill on 01789 621053, WhatsApp 07790 435870 or 
email, gillieh46@yahoo.co.uk 
Gill’s Green Tips: Hopefully the weather is now warm 
enough to enjoy the garden, so tender annual vegetable 
plants can be put out like beans, sweetcorn, cucumbers, 
squash or courgettes. You may need to cover them at 
night with fleece or newspaper if frost is forecast. Most 
garden centres or supermarkets sell veg plants, so you 
can just buy the number you need. Make use of 
containers if you are short of space; when planting you 
can put crushed polystyrene or cardboard in the bottom 
to aid drainage and cut down on the compost. If you are 
using peat free compost you will need to add some 
fertiliser to provide extra nourishment for the plants. If 
you have gaps in your flower beds or pots, sprinkle on 
some hardy annual flower seeds like poppies or love in 
the mist; they come up quickly and will seed themselves 
to come up for years to come if you like the cottage 
garden look. To keep insect pests away, try planting 
French or ordinary marigolds round your vegetables. 
According to Gardeners’ question time, for successful 
carrot growing, you must sow the seed in a drill that has 
had boiling water poured on and water every day until 
you see the carrots come up. 
 

ALDERMINSTER HISTORY GROUP 
alderminsterhistorygroup.org.uk 

If you have a story to tell or any photographs of 
Alderminster in the past we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact us at info@alderminsterhistory 
group.org.uk or ring Debbie 01789 450114 
Next event: Tuesday 28th July – “The Lights of 
Leamington” a talk by David Clargo. Heartwarming 
personal recollections of the original Lights of 
Leamington Festival in the Jephson Gardens (1951-
1961). A community emerging from post war austerity.  
Alderminster Village Hall 7.30pm Entrance £5 – Raffle 
– Everyone welcome. 
 

AMBLERS 
On a lovely spring morning five amblers plus Daisy the 
dog set off from Shipston bridge across the fields to 
Barcheston, Willington and Burmington where we had a 
lovely coffee stop on the picnic bench in the churchyard 
before returning the same way to Willington.  Here we 
joined the Shipston river walk and ambled alongside the 
river and over the fields to London Rd and retuned via 
the town to Bridge car park.  



The next walk will be on Wednesday June 3rd; please 
meet at Alderminster Village Hall at 10am. If you are 
interested in the amblers and want to go on the mailing 
list please contact Alison on 01789 450703 or 
alisonkbenton@outlook.com 
 

ALDERMINSTER BELLES 
As you may be aware we of Alderminster Belles are a 
group of ladies who meet at The Bell pub on the first 
Monday of the month, usually from 7 o’clock onwards. If 
you are local to Alderminster and haven’t joined us 
before or indeed are new to the area, it’s a good way to 
meet new people or catch up with friends, as all ladies 
are welcome. Our next gathering at The Bell will be 
Monday 1st June.  As always, I am sure that like me 
you are looking forward to seeing everyone but until we 
meet, keep cheerful, healthy and safe. Jane x 

 
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY NEWS 

The Stratford-upon-Avon Astronomical Society meets 
every first and third Tuesday at 8pm (doors open at 
7.30pm) at Alderminster Village Hall.  Everyone is 
welcome, especially beginners and those wanting to 
learn more.  The first Tuesday is a Club Night; in June 
that will be on 2nd June and the speaker on the third 
Tuesday, 16th June 2026, will be Dr Jiachen Jiang from 
Warwick University with a talk called “Black Hole 
Astronomy 101”. Please note that the speakers usually 
start quite promptly at 8pm.  
Each month one of our members, Adrian Wakeham, 
writes an article on aspects of astronomical observation.   
Noctilucent Clouds and Solar Observing. 
At this time of year, astronomers start to become grumpy 
creatures (and their partners start to see a lot more of them) as 
the days lengthen and nighttime observing becomes difficult. 
This is because in June full dark skies aren’t visible in Britain 
because of its latitude of 52 degrees north. This is why June 
contains our longest days and shortest nights.  However, other 
options are available to keep astronomers amused. 
The word ‘cloud’ normally brings despair into stargazers’ 
hearts, but at this time of year we keep our eyes peeled for 
noctilucent clouds. These are visible about 45 minutes after 
sunset or before sunrise in the northern skies. They are 
electric-blue coloured clouds which are ‘shining’ against the 
night skies. When you see them once you’ll instantly 
recognise them the next time. They get their name from the 
Greek, meaning ‘night shining’. They are fascinating to watch 
and make stunning photos. But what are they and how do they 
form? 
They are caused by ice crystals (seeded on to dust particles) 
high in the atmosphere, 80 km up in the mesosphere. As the 
Sun sets or before it rises most of the rays are blocked by the 
Earth’s shadow but, as these clouds are so high up and 
reflective, they bounce light over the horizon further, making 
the light more visible after sunset (or before sunrise). In late 
June they may be visible in the north all night. 

They are a summer phenomenon, as in May, June, July and 
early August, the Mesosphere is, surprisingly, then at its 
coolest. Also, displays are becoming a bit more common 
(possibly due to pollution and/or more rocket launches 
creating more dust particles) but they are regularly seen.  
The other thing which stops us getting bored during the longer 
days and short nights is solar observing. First can I make it 
clear that proper eye protection is needed - solar filters on 
telescopes and binoculars, blocking off finder ‘scopes and 
eclipse glasses for naked eye viewing. Sunglasses are not 
sufficient! The Sun can cause serious and irreparable damage 
to your eyes, as well as your equipment! 
With a solar ‘scope, sunspots prominences and flares are 
visible. With correct filters and magnification, granulation of 
the surface can be seen. 

Another way to view the sun is to project it through a single 
binocular or telescope onto a white sheet behind. This will 
show any dark sunspots on the solar disc and it is a great way 
to display to multiple people.  Clearly using any projection 
like this needs to be done carefully, as mentioned before, you 
should never look into the ‘scope and there can be a lot of 
heat projected, so you should keep the projection away from 
skin and even the paper and card it is projected on should also 
be monitored. 
As the Sun is close to solar maximum, these features should 
be easily visible, and you can do at a sensible time of the day. 
 
Club Nights offer more information on what to look out 
for each month. If it is clear we do some observing just 
outside the Village Hall, so please join us.  There is no 
charge initially to come along and find out more, but if 
you do want to become a member then the fee is just 
£20 a year and it’s free if you are in full-time education. 
For more details go to the website 
http://www.astro.org.uk or contact the Chair, John 
Waller, john.waller@astro.org.uk  or on 07703 192188.  
Happy Observing! 
 

MORE ABOUT ALDERMINSTER 
Visit:  www.alderminster-pc.gov.uk 

Village Voices is available on the Parish Council website 
www.alderminster-pc.gov.uk/village-voices 
The deadline for the July 2026 edition of Village Voices 
is Friday 19th June 2026. 
 

  



Local Noticeboard 
 

CARERS4CARERS 
Carers4Carers is your local support group for family 
carers. We usually meet on the fourth Friday of the 
month (except in December when it's the second 
Friday) from 10:30 to 12 noon at Kineton Village Hall. 
Loved ones are also welcome and they can join our 
Companionship Group during the meeting.  
On Friday 26th June come along and try Laughter 
Therapy, a practice which is said to boost mood, reduce 
stress and increase energy.  
For further details about our group or help with transport 
arrangements to/from our meetings, please contact 
Gillian on 07947 893504, send an email 
to kcarers4carers@gmail.com, or explore our 
website www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk (new 
website under construction). 
 

SAMARITANS 
Stratford upon Avon 

Are you a good listener? Stratford Samaritans are 
looking for volunteers to join the local team based in 
Tyler House in Stratford. The role is to listen to callers 
from all around the country, who may be struggling to 
cope. Comprehensive training, mentoring and support 
will be given to everyone who joins. You would need to 
commit to 12 hours per month. To find out more and 
apply, visit samaritans.org/stratford. You could also join 
us for a New Volunteer Welcome and Information 
Evening, in Stratford on Tuesday 9th June 2026, at 
7:30pm. 
Alternatively contact one of us in Alderminster:  
Janet: (janetwbaker@outlook.com),  
Steve: (stephen.baker@live.co.uk) 

 

ALDERMINSTER HISTORY GROUP 
Next Event: Tuesday 28th July - The Lights of 
Leamington - Heartwarming personal recollections of 
the original Lights of Leamington Festival in the 
Jephson Gardens (1951-1961).  Alderminster Village 
Hall 7.30pm. Entrance £5. Raffle.  
 

STRATFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Sunday 5th July 2026, 7.00pm 

At The Greig Hall, Alcester B49 6AD 
Ethel Smythe – Overture from The Wreckers 

Strauss – Concerto for Oboe 
Franck – Symphony in D Minor 

Conductor - Dan Watson 
Leader – Phil Houghton 

Oboe soloist – Nicola Hands 
Tickets £15 (£5 under16) from: 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FWKE 
or members of the orchestra 

Further details and forthcoming concerts 
www.stratfordsymphony.org.uk 

 

WARWICKSHIRE MOBILE LIBRARY 
On Thursdays 21st May and 18th June Warwickshire 
Mobile Library will visit Old Road, Alderminster from 
10.15 to 10.35am and The White Hart Inn, Newbold on 
Stour from 10.45 to 11.15am. 
 

BREAST SCREENING 
Ladies who are over 70 are entitled to a mammogram 
every three years but will not be called automatically. 
Contact the Breast screening service on 02476 967200 
who will be able to tell you when you had your last scan 
and give you an appointment if you are now due for one. 

 
 
  



 
June 2026 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Some of you may have heard that I will be retiring at the end of June. For Adrian and me it will be a big change as we 
move back to our own house and I look to what I do in the future. We have both greatly enjoyed being part of the 
communities of Stourdene and it has been a privilege for me to lead the churches. There have been many highlights 
and much and many I will miss. My final service will be at Ettington church on Sunday 28th June at the 10am Cafe 
Church - all welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who give so generously of their time, energy and skills to support the church and myself. This army 
of the blessed includes those who serve as officers of our parishes, those elected to represent us on our PCCs, our 
Churchwardens, those who carry out the unseen (and often unsung) ministry of administration, those who work making 
music, those who make our churches beautiful, keep the church clean, lock and up the doors and so much more. 
 
In expressing thanks I must of course include Reverend David Jessett who serves diligently to minister to our 
communities through Sunday services of Holy Communion. He has been a blessing to us and I would like to record my 
thanks for his friendship and support to not only myself but to us all. 
 
This means there will be a vacancy and then a process of appointing a new incumbent. Please pray for those who will 
maintain the work in the church and will be involved in the appointment process. It is no light thing to take on. 
 
As I was writing these words I received an email reminding me that when God calls people they don't usually say 'Yes' 
straight away. The prophets usually looked around them and thought God must have meant someone else - surely not 
me? I'm not wise enough. I don't have the right words. I've no idea what to do. I grew up singing the Patrick Appleford 
hymn based on St Theresa's prayer; 
 
Christ has no body now but yours,  
No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks along with the people here 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,  
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,  
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 
 
 
So please do give some serious thought 
and prayer about supporting the work of 
our churches. Another sign of a healthy 
church is that everyone does a little 
rather than a few doing a lot. 
I wish you all God’s blessings.  
 
 
 
 
’ 
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TALTON MILL BUTCHERY 
Open Fridays 9am - 1pm 
Fresh sausage & bacon 
Selection frozen meats 

Free range chicken 
taltonmillmeats@gmail.com 

 

First Class Decorating 

Based in Alderminster 

Simon 07974375865 
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Mark Arthur 
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If you have any 
pictures you 
would like share, 
please send 
them to us, 

Thank you, 

Stephen 
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