
 

 

 

We wish everyone Happy and Prosperous New Year  
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(We love to include your seasonal or topical photographs in this newsletter; please send them to 
Stephen.scott6@btinternet.com)  



 

  

 
 

 
 

To advertise here contact: standeb@btinternet.com 

  



Alderminster News 
 

Happy New Year to all our readers. 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
The full list of Services is printed separately in Village Voices.  Everyone is welcome to any of the Services in our 
beautiful iconic Village Church, coffee and biscuits are usually served afterwards, so why not come along?   
Alderminster Church is open during the day for private prayer. 
 
Foodbank: If you wish to donate items to the Shipston Foodbank, please bring them in a bag to the church porch 
between 10.30 and 11.30 every Saturday, hopefully Jane will be there to meet you, otherwise please leave any items in 
a carrier bag in the porch. 
 
Fundraising:  
There are several events planned for 2026, which we will update as the year progresses and give more details nearer 
each event.  These include: 
Winter warmers lunch: - Soup and a pudding for £5 in Alderminster Village Hall 12.30-2.pm (last orders 1.30pm). 
Monday 5th and 19th January and 2nd and 16th February 2026. Come along and join friends and neighbours. 
Quiz night: - A quiz run by Alison and Dave, on Friday 13th February at 7.30pm, please see the Village Voices 
noticeboard for more details or contact Alison alisonkbenton@outlook.com  
Wine tasting: - Friday 13th March 2026 in Alderminster Village Hall 7.30pm.  Price £27.50 per person. To join in the 
fun and reserve a place please contact Zoe on 01789 450613 or zoescott@btinternet.com  More details to follow next 
month. 
Coffee Morning: - Wednesday 18th March, 10.30-12 noon at Alderminster Lodge - no charge but donations welcome. 
Music Concert: - Cantamus Concert in the Church - Saturday 25 April. For further details contact Carol at 
carol.burdekin@btinternet.com   
Looking ahead, Church Teas - every Sunday afternoon in June; more details to follow or contact Jane at 
jane_tithemeadow@btinternet.com  
If anyone has any ideas to raise money or of possible community events that could be put on in the Church, then please 
get in touch with Rebecca Lockwood at rebeccalockwood3@gmail.com 
 
Church Tower: The Tower Restoration Project continues, but with a target of £155,000 there is still a way to go. The 
Church building is something that many enjoy, whether they are Churchgoers or not, and more funds will be needed to 
complete these works.  Many thanks to all who have donated so generously so far to support this major project to 
maintain an iconic building at the heart of the village and a huge part of the community. 
 
Church Clock: A full overhaul of the clock is required which will be extremely costly and a number of options are being 
considered on how this can be funded. 
 
There are currently two displays in the Church, one has been created by the Tower Restoration Project team and the 
other by the Alderminster History Group, both offer an insight into the history of our wonderful Church, please go in and 
take a look. 
 
Remember that the Churchyard and path are used by many villagers, but the upkeep needs constant work to keep it 
safe and in good condition.  Please note that although the path down to and along the riverbank is now open to anyone 
who uses it does so at their own risk, especially when there has been bad weather or flooding. 
 
Bell Ringing:  Listen out for the bell ringers practicing, generally on a Thursday evening and before the 11.00am second 
Sunday in the month service. If you would like to learn more, contact Rebecca at rebeccalockwood3@gmail .com   
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Monday 12th January 2026, in the Village Hall commencing 7.30pm. 
There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council; if you think that it is something that you may be interested in please 
contact The Parish Clerk at alderminsterpc@gmail.com  for more information. 
 
 



ALDERMINSTER VILLAGE HALL 
The Village needs the Village Hall, but the Hall needs you and your support! 

 
The Village Hall and its facilities are available for hire at very reasonable rates. Jane Jones has all the information on 
01789 450672. The Hall has daytime space for classes; if you know of anyone who wants to run an exercise class or 
other activity please put them in touch with Jane. 
 
Please remember that the Hall will not be serving breakfasts in January, a chance to rest tummies and the give the 
volunteers a break from the cooking and serving.  Normal service resumes on Saturday 7th February 8.30 -10.00am.  
Warm Space and Curling take place in January, on Mondays 12th and 26th, 2-4 pm for Warm Space and Wednesday 
7th and 21st 2.30-4.00pm for Curling.  Both of these events are funded by the Village Hall and everyone is welcome to 
drop in and socialise. 
 
Alderminster Cinema: For our January film showing on Saturday 17th, we are hoping to screen the latest Downton 
Abbey film. Doors open at 7.00pm for refreshments before the film starts at 7.30 pm; our cafe style layout means you 
are welcome to bring your own drinks and snacks. 
 
Alderminster Village Hall 50 Club: The winners of the December 2025 draw were: - 
1st  - No. 58 - Rona O’Connor   £20 
2nd - No. 45 -  Rita and Bill Meadows  £10 
3rd -  No. 26 - Roni Flatley   £ 5 
Seasonal Greetings and many thanks to all our members for their support through 2025.   
New members are also invited join us at £20pa entitling inclusion in ten regular draws during the year of £35 and special 
draws of £150 and £75 at year end and half year.  Payments can be by Bank transfer (Alderminster Village Hall 50 Club, 
sort code 30-98-26, account no. 00793389), cash or cheque at the Saturday breakfast or direct to Neville Palmer (01789 
555930 or 078101 45420). 
 
Litter Pick:  Many thanks to those who turn up and help at the monthly Saturday morning village litter pick. The next 
litter pick is on Saturday 10th January when we’ll meet at the Village Hall at 11am; all equipment is provided with 
refreshments in the hall afterwards.  Why not come along and join in, everyone is welcome. 
 
Clothes Bank: The Salvation Army have removed their clothes bank from the Village Hall carpark and a new provider 
is now being sought. Your donations have been a valued contribution in helping those who are perhaps less fortunate 
than ourselves. Please watch this space. Thank you. 
 

MEGA 
Monday Evening Group Alderminster 

MEGA’s first meeting of 2026 will be a Quiz on Monday 26th January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. This will be a light-
hearted evening to which visitors will be welcome at a cost of £5. 
Since 2026 marks the 25th Anniversary of the founding of MEGA, there will be a Celebration Lunch on Sunday 22nd 
March. More details will follow nearer the time. 
It only remains to wish everyone A Happy New Year. 
For more information contact Pauline on 07810 442651 or Rita on 01789 748084. 
 

ALDERMINSTER GARDENING CLUB 
At the meeting on Tuesday 13th January, the Club holds its AGM and celebrates 25 years since it was founded. Starting 
at 7.30pm with a demonstration by Mary Smith, followed by drinks and canapes with the business part of the night. The 
club has a programme of speakers booked for 2026, so will continue in a slightly different format.  If you are planning to 
come to the AGM, please notify Gill by 8th January on 01789 621053, 07790 435870 or gillieh46@yahoo.co.uk as we 
need numbers for catering purposes. Our December meeting was a Christmas meal at the Fox, Loxley which was 
enjoyed by 30 people, helping support a local Community pub. 
 
Gills Green Tips:  To protect your lawn in frosty or very wet weather, keep off the grass.  Visit your local garden centres 
to look for bargains in potted bulbs which can be planted in gaps in your garden, especially things like aconites which 
are very difficult to grow from dry bulbs.  Don’t be too tidy in the garden; leave a bit of cover for the wildlife but after the 
recent high winds you may need to check any shrubs/ trees for broken branches which can let in diseases.  Winter is a 
good time to visit local arboretums such as Batsford or Evenley. 



 

ALDERMINSTER HISTORY GROUP 
 
It is 100 years ago this month that “true television” began. On 26th January 1926 Scottish engineer John Logie Baird 
gave the first successful demonstration of the transmission of a moving image by 
wireless. Fifty members of London’s Royal Institution watched in an attic room, the 
first stage in the development of a communication system which would revolutionise 
life in the 20th Century. For his groundbreaking demonstration Baird used a 
transmitting disc which sent the image of a human face which was then scanned by 
a beam of electrons. He called his invention “wireless vision” and the impact of it on 
modern society has been incalculable.  In 1952, local garage owner Jack Thorp set 
up JH Thorp Radio & Television in Alderminster as the result of his hobby of building 
and repairing valve radios in a shed at the back of the garage. He supplied many 
villagers with their television sets and in 1953 he loaned one to the village school so 
that the children could watch the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. The business ran for over 60 years! 
To find out more about the village history visit our website: alderminsterhistorygroup.org.uk 
If you would like to join our group why not come along to our next Member’s meeting on Wednesday 8th January 2026 
in Alderminster Village Hall 10.30am.  
 
Next events: 
Tuesday 27th January: “The Lost Tea Gardens of Edgehill” a talk by Andrew Baxter 
Tuesday 24th March: “Katherine of Aragon” a talk by Gillian White. 
Alderminster Village Hall 7.30pm Entry £5 (includes refreshments) - Raffle. 
 

AMBLERS 
Important - Change of day for 2026 - Due to other Tuesday commitments we have seen a decline in the number of 
regular amblers during 2025, so it has been decided to move the regular ambling date from the 3rd Tuesday to the 
1st Wednesday of the month starting in January 2026, so the first amble of 2026 will be on Wednesday 7th January. 
Meet at Alderminster village hall at 10am. 
If you are interested in joining the amblers and want to go on the mailing list please contact alisonkbenton@outlook.com 
or ring 01789 450703. 
 

ALDERMINSTER BELLES 
Happy New Year Ladies, yes, we are now in 2026!  Alderminster Belles meet on the first Monday of the month. Please 
come and join us, it is a good way to catch up with old and new ladies (everyone is welcome) from 7 o’clock onwards at 
The Bell pub; our next meeting is on Monday 5th January. Until we meet, as always, keep cheerful, healthy and safe. 
Jane x 
 

MORE ABOUT ALDERMINSTER ? 
Visit:  www.alderminster-pc.gov.uk 

Village Voices is available on the Parish Council website www.alderminster-pc.gov.uk/village-voices 
The deadline for the February 2026 edition of Village Voices is Monday 19th January 2026.  
 
 
  



Halford News 
 
Contributions to the newsletter are always welcome, through the letterbox at Mistletoe Cottage or by email to 
jmarthur53@gmail.com Deadline for February issue – 17th January. 
 

SAINT MARY'S CHURCH HALFORD 
We wish a Happy and Prosperous New Year to all our readers 

Christmas  
The New Year is now upon us and various Christmas Festivities and hangovers are now well and truly over. 
The Annual Church Christmas Coffee morning was held in the Village Hall in late November which was well attended 
by villagers and friends. Due to the hard work of all concerned £410 was raised for Church Funds. Delicious cakes and 
mince pies, coffee and tea were enjoyed by all, as was the Raffle. 
Church decoration. 
Thanks are due to all those who helped to decorate our Church giving it such a really special look over the Christmas 
Festival. It is most appreciated by those visiting the Church over Christmas and well into the New Year. These things do 
not just happen they require significant planning and effort. 
Thank you so much to those of you who kindly donated flowers for the displays it is really appreciated. 
Carol Service. 
The Annual Carol Service was held in the Church at 6:00pm on the 21st December. The Service was taken by Rev Nicki 
Chatterton and was well attended by villagers and guests from surrounding communities. The occasion was followed 
by mince pies and a convivial chat. 
Thanks to Helen Porter our professional organist for the evening and all the participants who delivered the lessons and 
poem. Altogether a lovely evening spent in good company. Thanks to all involved in preparation and to those who came 
along. 

SHIPSTON ON STOUR FOOD BANK 
The Food Bank is always in need of donations of “in date” dry or tinned foods and toiletries. There is a box inside Halford 
Church where your items can be left and we will ensure they are taken to the collection venue. Gifts are always well 
received particularly now that the Festive Season of giving is now over. Please be kind and generous.  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday the 7th January at the Halford Bridge Inn in the back room commencing 
at 6:30pm. 
If you want the Parish Council to consider something that is on your mind, drop me a line at lomasbarn@btinternet.com 
or give me a ring before the meeting so I can get your query included in the Agenda which will be circulated beforehand 
to those of you on the Village emailing list. 
You are all welcome to come along and participate. 
There is currently a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. It is not an onerous task. It is an opportunity to give something back 
to your community. Usually, a meeting of about an hour every other month. Please give me a ring or email me if you are 
interested. 
Dog fouling is still an issue. Owners please be neighbourly and clear up after your pet. 

Nicholas Gale 01789 741907 lomasbarn@btinternet.com 
Chairman Halford Parish Council and Church Correspondent 

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY 
Here are the results for the November lottery: 
December Winners 

1st Laura Holmes 
2nd Neil and Katy Liddell 
3rd Emily Mellor (Generously donated her prize to the Hall) 

On behalf of the village, we would like to say a big thank you to Jude for organising and managing the Village Hall 
Lottery for the past few years. We are very grateful for her time and commitment and are grateful to Graham Sara for 
taking this over. 
Please purchase your 2026 numbers asap 
Please purchase your numbers asap and before the end of December. The lottery is a major fund raiser for the 
maintenance of Village Hall so every number we sell helps. 
Please let me know your preferred number(s) – it is first come first served. Payment (£20 per number) can be made by 
Bank Transfer (preferred) but cash or cheque are also ok. (I can arrange to collect if this helps) 
Please message, call or email me with your number requests (or include on the bank transfer reference) 



Bank details are 
A/C Name Halford Village Hall 
Sort Code 30-98-26 
A/C number 01620038 

Thank you  
Graham Sara Phone 07970010398 Email glsara@yahoo.com 

 

HALFORD VILLAGE HALL 
We wish everyone in Halford a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

 
Monday 5th & 19th January: Table Tennis at 7:30pm all welcome. Contact Di at dibjones1@gmail.com to confirm 
dates and for more information on joining this Monday group. There’s always room for more! 
Tuesday evenings 13th, 20th and 27th January: Yoga with Deborah - Please contact Deborah on 01789 740321 or at 
lazycatyoga@btinternet.com for information on dates etc. 
Wednesday evenings restarting 7th January: Cornhole – 7pm to 9pm for more information see poster below or 
contact Geoff on 07812 142463 or at IsGeoff@hotmail.com. 
Thursday 8th January: Evening with Film - will show “The Roses”. A tinderbox of competition and resentments 
underneath the façade of a picture-perfect couple is ignited when the husband's professional dreams come crashing 
down, starring Olivia Colman and Benedict Cumberbatch. Doors open 7pm for a 7:30pm start and a donation of £5 
would be appreciated to cover costs.  
Saturday 10th January: Village Coffee Morning - all welcome. We appreciate that many in the village cannot come to 
our weekday coffee morning, so we hope that more people will feel able to come along and meet with villagers you have 
either not met or not seen for a while. The Hall will be open from 10:30am to 12pm for coffee and cake and we hope 
that you will join us. 
Wednesday 21st January: Coffee Morning 10:30am to 12pm all welcome.  
Saturday 24th January: Pantomime Matinee performance of Rumpelstiltskin see poster below for further details. Please 
book before 30th December 2025. 
Dates for your diary 
Thursday 5th February: Evening with Film – My Old Lady 
Friday 27th February: Friday Night at the Races – see poster below 
If you are interested in booking the Village Hall, all the hiring information including costs can be found on 
www.halfordvillage.uk/village-hall. For booking enquiries, please contact Muriel Parr on 01789 740857 or 
murielparr@gmail.com 
 

     
  



Local Noticeboard 
 

POPPY APPEAL RESULT 2025 
Many thanks to everyone for their tremendous generosity in supporting the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal 2025.  
The total amount raised for the local area, covering Alderminster, Wimpstone, Crimscote, Preston and Atherstone-on-
Stour, was £1,838.00 - a terrific effort and a fantastic achievement. 
Sally Keegan: Poppy Appeal Organiser 

CARERS4CARERS 
Carers4Carers – your local support group for family carers. We usually meet on the fourth Friday of the month (except 
December) from 10:30 to 12 noon at Kineton Village Hall.  Loved ones are welcome too - they can join our 
Companionship Group during the meeting.  
Friday 23rd January - Coping strategies for carers.  Our January meeting focuses on coping strategies - ways to care 
for yourself while caring for others.  We’ll share ideas, experiences and gentle techniques to help you navigate the ups 
and downs of the year ahead.  Come along for a cuppa, conversation and a little encouragement. 
For further details about our group or help with transport arrangements to/from our meetings, please contact Gillian on 
07947 893504, send an email to kcarers4carers@gmail.com, or explore our website: 

 www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk 
 

ALDERMINSTER HISTORY GROUP 
Forthcoming events: Tuesday 27th January 2026 - “The Lost Tea Gardens of Edgehill” a talk by Andrew Baxter. 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 - “Katherine of Aragon” a talk by Gillian White. 
Alderminster Village Hall - 7.30pm - Entrance £5 (includes refreshments) – Raffle. 

 

FRANKLY FISH & CHIPS 
This popular mobile service will be at Alderminster Village Hall car park on 

the last Saturday of each month between 6.45-7pm. Email van66orders@gmail.com 
You can order in advance by Text or call 07483 803475 (optional). Cash or Card. 

 

WARWICKSHIRE MOBILE LIBRARY 
On Monday 22nd December 2025 and Thursday 29th January 2026 Warwickshire Mobile Library will visit Old Road, 
Alderminster between 10.15 and 10.35am and The White Hart Inn Newbold on Stour between 10.45 and 11.15am. 
 

WINTER WARMER LUNCH 
Come and join friends and neighbours on Monday 5 January and Monday 19 January for soup and a pudding lunch 
for £5 at Alderminster Village Hall 12.30pm to 2pm (last orders 1.30pm). Taking inspiration from another advert – this 
isn’t just any food, this is our food!  Carol, Jane and Zoe 

 

ALDERMINSTER QUIZ NIGHT 
A Quiz Night with Dave and Alison on Friday 13th February 2026 in the Village Hall, 7 for 7.30, £12.50 per person to 
include jacket potatoes with various toppings in the interval, BYO drinks. Teams of 4.  All profits from quiz and raffle go 
to Alderminster Church funds. To register - (as teams are limited) please contact Alison Benton on 01789 450703 or 
alisonkbenton@outlook.com 
 

STRATFORD BEEKEEPERS TASTER DAY  
Are you interested in Beekeeping but not sure what is involved?  Why not join our Taster Day at Luddington Village Hall 
on Saturday 31st January 2026, 10 - 4pm. This is an informal and low-cost opportunity to find out more through 
practical demonstrations (no live bees)! 
Visit www.stratfordbeekeepers.org.uk for more details, including our Introduction to Beekeeping Course, a seven-
session theory and practical course starting mid-February £25. 
 

BREAST SCREENING 
Ladies who are over 70 are entitled to a mammogram every 3 years but will not be called automatically. Contact the 
Breast screening service on 02476 967200 who will be able to tell you when you had your last scan and give you an 
appointment if you are now due for one. 
  



STOURDENE BENEFICE SERVICE ROTA – January 2026 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
  

TALTON MILL BUTCHERY 

Open Fridays 9am - 1pm 

Fresh sausage & bacon 

Selection frozen meats 

Free range chicken 

taltonmillmeats@gmail.com 

 

 

First Class Decorating 

Based in Alderminster 

Simon 07974375865 



 

Astronomical Society News 
The Stratford-upon-Avon Astronomical Society meets every first and third Tuesday at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at 
Alderminster Village Hall.  Everyone is welcome, especially beginners and those wanting to learn more.  The first 
Tuesday is a club night, in January that will be on 6th January and the speaker on the third Tuesday 20th January 2026 
will be Dr Imogen Whittam, from Oxford University, with a talk called “Exploring the Universe with large surveys”. Please 
note that the speakers usually start quite promptly at 8pm.  
Each month one of our members, Adrian Wakeham, writes an article on aspects of astronomical observation.   
The January stars. 
Now we are in January, the nights are long, cold and clear (hopefully), which means we can observe at sensible times, 
which are also child friendly, as many children love staring at the night sky. It is 
also when some of the best stars and constellations are visible.  
Probably the most famous of which is Orion, mainly seen due south. It is easily 
recognisable by the three stars in a line marking his belt. Below the belt is his 
sword - 3 stars going downwards.  The middle ‘star’ appears ‘fuzzy’ even when 
examined with binoculars or a telescope. This is the Orion Nebula, the nearest 
star making nebula, around a thousand light years away.  
Above the belt and to the left is a visibly red star, this is Betelgeuse. It’s a red 
giant, 700 times the diameter of our sun. It is approaching the end of its life and 
expected to go supernova in the next 10,000 years, but at 642 light years away, if 
it has already gone super nova, it might be the light has not yet reached us. 
Bottom right of Orion is Rigel, a Blue/White giant. This is another huge star, 74 
times the diameter and 21 times the mass of our sun. It’s a lot younger than 
Betelgeuse, but it’s living the ‘Pop Star's life’, it will live fast and die young, in a 

few million years.  
Back to the belt and follow it to the right, until 
you reach a ‘V' shape. This is the Hyades cluster (or the head of Taurus) a local 
cluster at 150 light years away.  Top left is a visibly red star, Aldebaran.  This is 
another red giant (though smaller than Betelgeuse). It’s an interloper, as it is not 
part of the Hyades as it is only 60 light years away. (That light set off, when I was 
still wearing nappies)  
If you continue along that line, about the same distance, you come to another open 
cluster, the Pleiades, (or the 7 sisters). With binoculars you’ll see 15-20 stars, a 
larger telescope will show up to 250 stars. This is a star nursery and they are very 
young stars, (around 1 million years old). The stars are generally white or blue in 
colour. They are 450 light years away.  (Shakespeare was alive, when this light set 
off). 
Continuing further along this line, you’ll head between Cassiopeia, (the ‘W') and 
the square of Pegasus. In clear conditions, you might see a fuzzy blob, (if you look 
out the side of your eyes, it may become clearer and more visible). This is the 

Andromeda Galaxy, our nearest neighbouring Galaxy, at 2 million light years away.  That light started heading in our 
direction, when my ancestors were trying to work out, if it was a good idea to get down out of the trees. It’s also on 
collision course with the Milky Way. No need to worry, it won’t happen for another 2 billion years, (by which time our sun 
will have expanded and the Earth will have become uninhabitable, so we will have other things to worry about!)  
 
Club nights offer more information on what to look out for each month If it is clear we do some observing just outside 
the Village Hall, so please join us.  There is no charge initially to come along and find out more, but if you do want to 
become a member then the fee is just £15 a year and it’s free if you are in full time education. For more details go to the 
website  http://www.astro.org.uk  or contact the Chair, John Waller john.waller@astro.org.uk  or on 07703 192188.  
Happy Observing! 
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